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about the threats of the 21st century, and 
America is lucky to have a friend as strong 
as Tony Blair. 

The Press 
Q. Do you like having all these press 

around you? 
President Bush. Do I like having all the 

press around me? Let me see here. [Laugh-
ter] Now, who has the final—let me ask, who 
has the final word, I wonder, me or the 
press? I love the press around me. Just take 
a look at this lot. Take, for example, Scott 
[Scott Lindlaw, Associated Press]. He thinks 
he’s a fine runner—until he came out to the 
ranch—never mind. [Laughter] 

Prime Minister Blair. I’ll tell you the 
truth a bit later, okay? [Laughter] 

President Bush. Yes, we like the press. 
A vibrant society is a society with a free press. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The exchange began at 2:22 p.m. at the 
All-Weather Pitch. During the exchange, the 
President referred to Prime Minister Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

Remarks With Prime Minister Blair 
at Sedgefield Community College 
and an Exchange With Reporters in 
Sedgefield 
November 21, 2003

Prime Minister Blair. I’d just like to say, 
first of all, how delighted we both are to be 
at Sedgefield School here, and how wonder-
ful the welcome has been from all the teach-
ers and pupils, and what a magnificent job 
of work they do here. I also want to express 
my real pride that the President of the 
United States of America is here in my con-
stituency and in the northeast of England. 
And everyone is really thrilled to see him 
here and delighted at the honor his presence 
here does us. 

The last 2 or 3 days have been an inter-
esting time, I think, to reflect. It’s been a 
time when—with some fairly tragic things 
going on in the world. It’s been an oppor-
tunity for us to reflect and know that amongst 
the tragedy, the alliance between Great Brit-

ain—between the United States of America 
is an alliance that is strong and enduring, of 
immense importance to our two countries. 
And we’ve got to continue that alliance now. 

And these terrible attacks that happen, the 
terrorism that we see, the destruction, the 
intent to take innocent life that we see 
around us in our world today should make 
us just all the more determined to do what 
we need to do to restore order and justice, 
to bring peace and freedom and democracy 
to people all over the world. 

It’s been a fantastic opportunity these last 
few days just to—as I say, to think about this 
relationship between Britain and the United 
States, to reflect on its history, to assess the 
strength of it today, and to use that strength 
for a better future for our two countries but 
also for the wider world. 

Mr. President, George, you and the First 
Lady, Laura, have been really welcome here 
in the northeast. And as I say, it’s been a 
fantastic day for people here, and we can’t 
tell you how delighted we are to see you. 

President Bush. Mr. Prime Minister, it’s 
been a great trip. Thanks for the invitation. 
Thanks for the hospitality. You and Her Maj-
esty The Queen have made this a special part 
of our life. And it’s really good to be in your 
own constituency. It’s clear they love you up 
here, which is always a good sign. [Laughter] 

We—being with the school—the 
schoolkids here reminds us of our solemn re-
sponsibility to protect our people and to cre-
ate the conditions necessary for peace to pre-
vail when they become older. That’s our big-
gest job, and yesterday’s attack in Turkey re-
minded us that we hadn’t completed our job 
yet. 

You know, as the Prime Minister so elo-
quently said yesterday, the terrorists are try-
ing to intimidate the free world. And this 
man will not be intimidated, and neither will 
I. But more importantly, the people of Great 
Britain won’t be intimidated, and neither will 
the people of America. And working to-
gether, we will make the world safer and 
freer for boys and girls all across the world, 
starting with these right here. 

And so, Mr. Prime Minister, it’s been a 
fantastic trip, and we’re so thrilled to have 
been here. Thank you for your wonderful 
hospitality. And we look forward to—I look 
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forward to our weekly phone calls to stay on 
the offensive against the enemy. Thank you. 

I’ve already answered your questions, but 
if you’ve got another one——

The West’s Response to Terrorism 
Q. Sure, if I may. In light of the tragedy 

of these terrorist attacks, have your—the 
leaders from either Germany or France, do 
you find there are any indications that they’re 
more empathetic or sympathetic to your 
cause? Do you feel as if there might be more 
aid or troops or even a stronger political alli-
ance with those who have not agreed with 
you? 

Prime Minister Blair. I think the impor-
tant thing is that when these terrible terrorist 
attacks occur, there’s one of two responses. 
People can respond either by being intimi-
dated by it, by feeling, ‘‘Let’s reduce our pro-
file in this struggle.’’ That’s one response. Or 
people can respond by saying, ‘‘When we’re 
under attack, we defend ourselves, and we 
go out and fight with renewed strength and 
determination for what we believe in.’’

Because when you look at what we’re try-
ing to do and trying to make sure that the 
world—it’s not just about security; it’s actu-
ally about recognizing that a world that is 
more free and stable and prosperous is a 
world that is more secure. When you recog-
nize that that’s what we’re trying to do, and 
these people are trying by these appalling 
acts of terrorism against wholly innocent peo-
ple, trying to prevent that world happening, 
then I think the response from everyone is 
very clear. 

And I believe and hope that that is true, 
not just in Britain but all over Europe. Be-
cause, after all, what did we learn in Europe 
in our history, in the history that we share 
with the United States of America? And that 
is, when freedom is threatened in Europe, 
we have to fight. And the reason why you 
have a European Union today and we have 
democracy and stability and freedom in Eu-
rope is because in the face of attacks upon 
that freedom, we, with our allies, the United 
States, defended that freedom. 

And so I’m sure that people in other coun-
tries in Europe will feel the same way about 
that. And I think you saw from the reaction, 
for example, in Italy, when that terrible act 

of terrorism killed Italian citizens who were 
over in Iraq trying to make that country bet-
ter, I think you could see by that reaction 
from people in Italy that I think there is an 
instinctive knowledge that when you’re at-
tacked by people, by these wicked acts, there 
is only one response that is possible to make, 
and that is to get out there and be absolutely 
up front and say, ‘‘We are not tolerating this. 
We’re going to fight back.’’

Germany’s Contribution in Afghanistan 
Q. Chancellor Schroeder has said that it’s 

nice that we’re going to speed up the time-
table for handing over power to the Iraqi 
people, but he’s still not going to contribute 
troops or any more money. Is that a dis-
appointment? 

President Bush. Chancellor Schroeder is 
committing troops to Afghanistan. And it is 
very helpful for our coalition. Afghanistan 
is—obviously been a—is a recently liberated 
country from a barbaric regime. And Chan-
cellor Schroeder understands that it is essen-
tial that Afghanistan be free and democratic 
and peaceful. And I thank him for his signifi-
cant and strong contribution. 

U.K.-U.S. Alliance 
Q. Mr. Prime Minister, you’ve talked a lot 

about the alliance between the two countries. 
A lot of your critics this week have said that 
Britain is not getting enough out of this alli-
ance. What do you say to that? And do you 
feel that you’ve accomplished a lot this week 
for Britain? 

Prime Minister Blair. What I say to that 
is that people sometimes talk about this alli-
ance between Britain and the United States 
of America as if it were some schoolcard. It 
isn’t. It’s an alliance of values. It’s an alliance 
of common interests. It’s an alliance of com-
mon convictions and beliefs. And the reason 
why we are standing side by side with Amer-
ica is not because we feel forced to; it is be-
cause we want to, because we believe that 
is the right place to be. 

And as I was saying to you—I was dis-
cussing this with—last night and was just re-
flecting, when September the 11th hap-
pened, remember—obviously many, many 
American citizens lost their lives—this was 

VerDate jul 14 2003 10:26 Nov 25, 2003 Jkt 203250 PO 00000 Frm 00050 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P47NOT4.021 P47NOT4



1669Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Nov. 21

the worst terrorist attack against British citi-
zens. We’re in this together. And we didn’t—
Britain didn’t go off and attack Al Qaida. We 
didn’t start a war against these people. They 
came to us. And if you look right around the 
world at the moment, there are something 
like nationals from 60 different nations in the 
world who have lost citizens in these terrorist 
attacks. And it doesn’t matter whether you’re 
up front or at the back, whether you’re peo-
ple who have got big profile on this or a low 
profile. These people aren’t interested in 
that. This is a fundamental struggle. 

And so the reason we have this alliance 
with the United States, the reason I’m proud 
to have the President here, the reason why 
I believe the vast majority of my country is 
proud of the alliance with the United States, 
is not because there’s some payback that’s 
going to be given to us. It’s not about that. 
It’s about knowing that this is a struggle in 
which we’re both engaged, just as in my fa-
ther’s generation—they knew there was a 
struggle in which we both had to be engaged. 
And thank goodness both of us were, because 
that’s the reason we’re standing in a free 
country today. 

President Bush. Listen, thank you. One 
comment on that. This leader and this coun-
try are willing to take on hard tasks in the 
name of freedom and peace, and so is Amer-
ica. And by working together, we will be able 
to accomplish a lot in these hard things. 

As I said in my comments, that we are 
fortunate to have friends—I’m fortunate to 
have a friend like Tony Blair. America is for-
tunate to have friends like the people of 
Great Britain, because the people of Great 
Britain have got grit and strength and deter-
mination and are willing to take on a chal-
lenge. And we’re being challenged. We’re 
challenged by killers, cold-blooded killers. 
And we’re going to prevail. And we’re more 
likely to prevail working together, and that’s 
the importance of the relationship. 

Listen, thank you all. It’s been a wonderful 
time being here in this great country. 

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 2:56 
p.m. In his remarks, he referred to Queen Eliza-
beth II of the United Kingdom; and Chancellor 
Gerhard Schroeder of Germany. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of these 
remarks.

Executive Order 13318—
Presidential Management Fellows 
Program 

November 21, 2003

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including sections 
3301 and 3302 of title 5, United States Code, 
and in order to provide for the recruitment 
and selection of outstanding employees for 
service in public sector management, it is 
hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. There is hereby constituted the 
Presidential Management Fellows Program. 
The purpose of the Program is to attract to 
the Federal service outstanding men and 
women from a variety of academic disciplines 
and career paths who have a clear interest 
in, and commitment to, excellence in the 
leadership and management of public poli-
cies and programs. Individuals selected for 
the Program shall be known as Presidential 
Management Fellows (PMFs) or Senior 
Presidential Management Fellows (Senior 
PMFs). 

Sec. 2. (a) Individuals eligible for appoint-
ment as a PMF under this order are those 
who, in pursuing a course of study at the 
graduate level, have demonstrated both ex-
ceptional ability and the commitment to 
which section 1 refers. Such individuals at 
the time of application must have received, 
or must expect to receive soon thereafter, an 
appropriate advanced degree as defined by 
the Director of the Office of Personnel Man-
agement (OPM). 

(b) Individuals eligible for appointment as 
a Senior PMF under this order are those who 
have, through extensive work experience, 
demonstrated both exceptional leadership or 
analytical ability and the commitment to 
which section 1 refers. 

Sec. 3. The Director of OPM shall pre-
scribe appropriate merit-based rules for the 
recruitment, nomination, assessment, selec-
tion, appointment, placement, and con-
tinuing career development of fellows, in-
cluding rules that: 

(a) reserve to the head of a department 
or agency or component within the Executive 
Office of the President (EOP) the authority 
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